
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presented by the Wisconsin Student Special Interest Group 

Bryant & Stratton College 

10950 W Potter Rd, Wauwatosa, WI 53226 

 

Saturday, January 28, 2017 
PROGRAMMING 

 

7:30 AM    Check in 

8:00-9:15AM    Keynote Address: Kip Schick, APTA Director, former WPTA RM12 

     President 

     Breakfast provided by Career Tree 

9:15-9:30AM    Break     Student Lounge/RM12 

9:30-10:15AM    SSIG Business Meeting & Candidate Statements      RM12 

1015:-10:30AM    Break 

10:30-12:00PM    Employer Panel, sponsored by Career Tree    RM12 

12:00-2:00PM    Career Fair & Round Table Discussions  

     Lunch sponsored by ATI 

2:00-3:00PM    Breakout Session 1       RM 19, 21, 22, 7 

3:00-3:15PM    Break 

3:15-4:15PM    Breakout Session 2     RM 19, 21, 22, 7 

     See below for breakout session choices 

4:15-4:30PM    Break 

4:30-5:30PM    Closing Ceremonies:       RM 12 

     Announcement of Election Results & Swearing-in 

     Closing Speaker: Connie Kittleson, President, WPTA 

6:00-10:00PM    PT Pub Night: Student Conclave Meet & Greet 

 

 

 

 



 

Keynote & Closing Speakers 
...about Kip Schick, PT, DPT 

Kip currently works as the Director for Clinics, Therapy, and Wellness at The American Center, which is part of 

the University of Wisconsin Hospitals and Clinics in Madison. In June 2016, Kip was elected for a three year term 

as a Director on the Board of Directors for the American Physical Therapy Association, and most recently he 

completed a six year term in April 2016, as the President of the Wisconsin Physical Therapy Association. 

Previously Kip served 10 years as a delegate to the APTA House of Delegates and ten years as an on-site 

accreditor for physical therapy programs with CAPTE. During his term as WPTA President, Kip supported the 

development of the WPTA Student Special Interest Group, which provides student members with a formal 

governance structure within the WPTA. 

 

...about Connie Kittleson, PT, DPT 

Connie is the current president president of the WPTA.  

  

Breakout Sessions:  

Section 1: “What I Wish I Would Have Known…”with Will Butler 

His presentation, “What I Wish I Would Have Known…”, is the result of a critical review of his transition from 

student to clinician which turned into a wish list of knowledge that would have made his personal and 

professional life easier. The topics that will be covered include: student loans, employer benefits, contract 

negotiations, basic money management, and goal setting. The most common responses to Will’s presentation, 

“Why has no one told us these things?!” and “Thank you, I’ve searched for hours and days for the things you 

answered in minutes.” Those who attend will leave with greater sense of direction and purpose.” 

 

...about Will Butler 

Will is a physio by training and practices financial planning by choice. He is motivated by human potential & past 

misfortune. His mission is to change healthcare by improving the life of the clinician through education and 

application financial planning. He received his DPT from the University of St. Augustine. He enjoys few things 

more than Ben & Jerry’s ice cream, helping clinicians is one of those things. He values humor, knowledge, and 

building lasting relationships. 

 



 

Section 2: Becoming a Rockstar @ Marketing Your Profession and 

Payment Insider Tricks with Lynn Steffes 

Everyone who is works in our profession has the challenge of promoting PT to not only their patients and the 

referral sources who refer them but the community at large.  Join us to explore the top PT Promotional 

Strategies that will make you a Rockstar in Marketing regardless of your setting! Use your natural PT Problem 

Solving skills to build a simple promotional plan. 

Payment for services can be a challenge in the new Healthcare Marketing environment- how can you 

understand how 3rd party payers operate and how that insider knowledge will enable you to meet your 

employers goals and convey your personal practice pattern! 

 

...about Lynn Steffes, PT 

Lynn Steffes, PT, DPT is President/Consultant of Steffes & Associates, a rehabilitation consulting service based in 
Wisconsin.  She provides consulting services to rehab providers nation-wide working with between 50-100 
practices per year. She has enabled providers to achieve optimum success in the delivery of high quality, cost-
effective care to their patients/clients by offering assistance with  
• Marketing and program development 
• Customer Service initiatives and patient alumni programs 
• Negotiating managed care contracts and payer relations 
• Training and staff development in the referral and payer relations process 
• Optimal reimbursement and documentation strategies 
• Lobbying and advocacy for therapy services 
Dr. Steffes is a 1981 graduate of Northwestern University and completed her Transitional DPT in December of 
2010.  She served as a Network Administrator for a group of 50+ private practice clinics where her primary 
responsibilities include marketing, payer and provider relations and contract management. In addition to her 
work as a consultant, Dr. Steffes is a frequent speaker at both National & State Meetings.  She works as adjunct 
faculty member/guest faculty  in the physical therapy programs of the University of Wisconsin, LaCrosse  and 
Madison She is also a guest lecturer and recent recipient of PT Alumni of the year award at her alma mater 
Northwestern University in Chicago.  Her expertise ranges from professional referral relations, marketing & 
customer service and practice start-ups.  In addition, she has addressed private practices, hospital systems, 
professional associations and therapy networks in over thirty states. 
Dr. Steffes is active in her profession as a member of the American Physical Therapy Association (APTA)  on 
Board of Directors for the Private Practice Section of APTA, and the Wisconsin Chapter of APTA, serving as the 
Chapter’s Reimbursement Specialist. 
 

 

 



 

Section 3: Get Involved with Advocacy: From Student Debt to Social 

Media with Sarah Stineman and Ben Wesolowski 

  

This course is designed to give students an overview of the legislative process and how it affects the physical 

therapy profession. APTA key legislative priorities will be discussed with emphasis placed on how they will 

impact the future of the profession.  Attendees will learn the best methods for contacting their Congressional 

representatives and how to effectively communicate their legislative concerns.  Following the session, attendees 

will have the knowledge and confidence to communicate with Congress in person, via email or over social 

media. Attendees will also hear from a fellow student, Ben Wesolowski, regarding his experiences with 

legislative involvement.  

 

...about Sarah Stineman, PT, DPT, OCS 

Dr. Sarah Stineman serves as the WPTA Federal Affairs Committee Chair and is the liaison to the WPTA on key 

Federal Legislative Issues. Her passion for legislative work began when she attended her first APTA Federal 

Advocacy Forum as a first year physical therapy student. She has attended multiple Federal Advocacy Forums in 

Washington DC representing the WPTA.  In 2015, she began coordinating the Wisconsin delegation in 

attendance at the forum. 

 Dr. Stineman works as an orthopedic and pelvic floor physical therapist at Capitol Physical Therapy in Verona, 

WI.- serving as the assistant director of the company’s Madison location. She earned her doctorate in physical 

therapy from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 2014 and also completed an orthopedic residency at the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison. In addition to her legislative work, she serves on the WPTA technology 

committee and served as the Fundraising Chair of the 2016 PT Day of Service. 

  

 ...about Ben Wesolowski, SPT  

Ben Wesolowski is a 2nd year DPT student at UW-Madison. He grew up in Marathon, WI earned a degree in 

zoology from UW-Madison prior to attending PT school. His physical therapy interests include adolescent 

treatment, especially areas of early specialization and concussion. Ben developed an interest in PT advocacy 

through involvement in the APTA Education section, which allowed him to attend the 2016 Federal Advocacy 

Forum. His experience at Federal Advocacy Forum caused him to want to make sure every student is aware of 

what goes on in legislation, so that they can help impact the future of the profession. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Section 4: Shark Tank - Physical Therapy Style with Brett Roberts 

This course is an interactive session designed to offer insight into the realities of running a private practice. 

Participants will compete against other "clinics" in a simulation of a typical week as an owner of their own 

private practice. The concept behind the game is to create an open environment for questions as well as 

discuss some of the unknowns and dispel some of the myths that participants may have. During the Q&A 

interaction, participants are open to ask any business related questions as it pertains to being an 

entrepreneur, marketing health related services, the mindset of taking and managing risk, and topics from 

the perspective of an employer who may be looking to hire a new grad. Clinical / health care questions are 

not off limits, but will be answered within the context of how it may or may not impact a business. 

 

...about Brett Roberts, DPT: 

Dr. Brett Roberts is the owner and founder of Roberts & Associates Physical Therapy, Inertia Solutions, and Cold 

Creek Investments. This diverse group of businesses range from brick and mortar physical therapy clinics, 24/7 

fitness centers, and a commercial real estate investment company. Dr. Roberts is also a founder and serves on 

the board of directors for Kinexcare, a network of premier physical therapy practices that bypasses the 

complexity and cost of traditional medical models by building a trusted and affordable alternative delivery 

system for families and employers. Dr. Roberts is a 2002 graduate of the University of Wisconsin - Madison 

physical therapy program and currently serves as the State Legislative Action Committee chair for the WPTA and 

the chair of the WPTA Private Practice Special Interest Group. His business background was shaped by growing 

up in a family business of selling worms for fishing. Wormart, over time, grew from 19 locations to 135 locations 

in 3 states, with Dr. Roberts serving as the "Director of Retail Expansion" throughout high school and college. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our sponsors and collaborators for this event: 

 


